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Not in Darkness  
 
 
“Even the darkest moments of the liturgy are filled with joy, and Ash Wednesday,  

the beginning of the Lenten fast, is a day of happiness, a Christian feast.   

It cannot be otherwise, as it forms part of the great Easter cycle.” 

 

Thomas Merton in Seasons of Celebration 

 

 

With the beginning of Lent we might think it is a dark time.  Our liturgy becomes significantly quieter 

and more somber.  We talk a lot more about sin, and nobody finds that discussion being full of lightness 

and frivolity.  Individually we think more about our own sins than we might at other times of the year.  

We incorporate fasting, caring for the poor, and increased prayer into our lives.  It is a time for radical 

changes in our spiritual life.  That can make it seem like darkness. 

 

Merton comments are always wonderful and the one above gives us a true perspective.  What we are 

doing with all this Lenten practices is preparing for the great feast of Easter.  We are praying more so we 

can appreciate the Pascal mystery which we celebrate with the rich liturgies of Holy Thursday, Good 

Friday and Holy Saturday.  We give alms to the poor to show that we are making changes in our lives, 

just as the fasting would indicate.  All of it is done so we can be better Christians as we celebrate the 

central mystery of our faith ï the Resurrection.  That focus brings abundant light into Lent. That focus on 

the Resurrection of Jesus is what makes sense of all the Lenten penances we do.  With that before us, 

there is light. 

 

The simplicity of the liturgy during Lent and our increased penances can make more sensitive to the light, 

sort of like our eyes are after being dilated at the doctorôs office.  The light will be even greater in our 

hearts after we have simplified everything to make room for the One who is Light.   

 

Have a good Lent and a greater Easter.  

 

 

- Father Tom Nolker, Pastor 

 

 



  

 

Year for Priests and the Season of Lent 
By Father Martin Bachman 

 

 

St. John Vianney, known also as the Cure of Ars, is 

the patron saint of Parish priests.  He was not the brightest 

person of his time, but grew considerably in wisdom, 

according to our perspective in the last century and a half.   

 

He made a great reputation as a confessor when he 

was assigned to the parish in Ars.  He lived a life of 

mortification, being tempted by the devil on several 

occasions, but showed much patience.  He worked many 

wonders and was loved by the people that he served.  He said 

in a sermon on the first Sunday of Advent: 

 

“Are we poor?  We have a God who is born in a stable, who 

lied in a manger.  Are we despised?  We have a God who led 

the way, who was crowned with thorns, dressed in a filthy red 

cloak and treated as a madman…. Are we tempted by the 

demon?  We have our lovable Redeemer.  He also was 

tempted by the demon and was twice taken up by that hellish 

spirit.  Therefore, no matter what sufferings, pains, or 

temptations we are experiencing, we always have, 

everywhere, our God leading the way for us and assuring us 

of victory as long as we genuinely desire it.” 

 

During this season of Lent and continuing our observance of the year for priests, we are called to 

continual conversion through the sacrament of reconciliation and change in some attitudes and actions.  

We are tempted by the devil at times in our lives, but remember, as John Vianney reminds us, we have 

Jesus Christ to lead us back to our path set by God.   

 

May God Bless you in this time of Lent and Easter. 

 

 

RCIA ð The Journey Continues 
By Carol Maingot, Pastoral Associate 

 

 

I remember as a child growing up with my seven brothers and sisters that my mother had a saying, ñDon’t 

wish your life away because the older you get the faster the days pass!”  Well, Mum was right, of course.  

It seems as though I have just put away my Christmas decorations and have gotten my home back in order 

only to turn around and find myself preparing for the Lenten season.  Where did the time go? 

 

The season of Lent kicks into high gear the RCIA process and you will notice that the various RCIA rites 

are a highlight of our Lenten liturgies.  Our catechumens, Samantha Wilhelm and Jennifer Wehmeier, 

prepare to become the Churchôs Elect.  On Sunday, February 21
st
, 2010, Samantha and Jennifer will 



  

gather at the 10 oôclock Mass for the Rite of Sending along with our candidates, Gary Wilhelm, Ryan and 

Amanda Borgman and Barb Church.  The Rite of Sending gives our faith community the opportunity to 

see our catechumens and candidates in our midst and to demonstrate our support.  It also provides their 

sponsors a vocal part in witnessing to the readiness of these catechumens and candidates.  They are being 

sent to the Cathedral that same evening to celebrate with Archbishop Schnurr the Rite of Election (for our 

catechumens) and the Call to Continuing Conversion (for our candidates). 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to pay special tribute to our sponsors this year.  The role of sponsor 

in the RCIA process is perhaps the most valuable tool in the formation of adults seeking to join the 

Catholic Church.  The word sponsor can be defined as ñto engage oneselfò or ñto promise.ò  A sponsor 

promises to journey through the RCIA process with his/her candidate and to be completely engaged in the 

faith formation of that person.  This is an incredible responsibility and an even greater privilege.  The 

sponsors this year have truly been a blessing to me and to their candidates.  Beth and Mike Martini, Mary 

Lou Berning, Mary McKeever and Kevin Cain have been everything that a good sponsor ought to be é a 

personal companion, a good listener, an active member in the Catholic Church, respectful, hopeful and so 

much more.   

 

I would also like to thank the people on my RCIA team ï Mary Jo Reiners, Scott Engel, Nancy Thomas 

and Matt Lowry.  They are amazing!  The year would not be successful without their unfailing support, 

their lively participation, their prayerful witness, and their constant dedication.  I am grateful to them and 

I pray that God will bless them abundantly for their generous hearts.     

 

Please continue to pray for all of our catechumens, candidates, sponsors and team members as we near the 

great Easter Vigil. 

 

 

The Lenten Journey 
By Joy Gemperline, DRE 

 

ñUnless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, 

it produces much fruit.ò How upsetting this statement of Jesus must have been to his disciples who had 

followed him through his public life. It was only gradually that they came to understand what he meant. 

Jesus always used simple words and images that were familiar to those around him. After his death and 

Resurrection, they understood the fuller meaning of his words and, as Catholics today, these words of 

Jesus help us to understand the events of Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter in a fuller, more 

complete way. This image of the seed that dies and produces abundant new life is the visual image that 

the Saint James children will be using during Lent in our Day School and in our PSR Programs to talk 

about Jesusô dying and Resurrection. Perhaps you, too, can use the image with your families during Lent 

as you reflect upon Jesusô great sacrifice and love for us. The Scripture passage is John 12: 24. 

 During the Lenten Season the Church journeys with our catechumens and candidates as they 

prepare to become full members of our Church. Traditionally, we use prayer, fasting and almsgiving as 

ways to reduce the distractions of our lives and focus on growing to a deeper understanding of Godôs 

great love and saving action through Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Children learn from seeing the example 

of those older and wiser than themselves. Our children learn to treasure this holy season when they see its 

importance through the practices and actions to which we adults commit ourselves from Ash Wednesday 

through the Easter Triduum. We cannot expect our children to grow in their commitment to the Catholic 

faith if we do not walk with them and give them examples through our own Lenten observance. 

 Lent is full of opportunities for families to pray, fast and give together if they are unified in their 

commitment to do so. There will be special prayer opportunities in the parish during Lent and children are 



  

always welcome to come, they are not limited to just school or PSR opportunities. Children become more 

comfortable in the parish community when they are given more of a chance to participate in worship with 

the community. The Liturgy of the Lordôs Supper on Holy Thursday evening, the Liturgy of the Lordôs 

Passion on Good Friday and the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday are especially wonderful times for the 

family to pray together with the parish community. The rituals, readings and music of these liturgies are 

rich experiences that can deepen the faith of parishioners of all ages, and they are times when we should 

come together and give God praise. 

 The school children receive money boxes called ñrice bowlsò to collect money during Lent for 

Catholic Relief Services and perhaps, as a family, you can decide on other charities which you wish to 

support with your almsgiving, too. There are so many worthwhile organizations, and so many are in need. 

It is a good activity for the family to take the time to determine together which organizations they wish to 

support monetarily or with their time and gifts. 

 Fasting is not appropriate for young children, but certainly simplicity with meals and fasting from 

other things that take our focus away from God are encouraged during the Lenten season. Again, this is a 

great opportunity for family discussion, decisions and commitment. 

 Below is a prayer that both the school children and the PSR students will be using during the 

Lenten Season. Perhaps you can use it during your family prayer time, as well. 

 

LENTEN PRAYER 2010 

Loving God, you sent your Son, Jesus, to show us your great love. He was the seed that died and rose 

for us, filling all of us with new life through his sacrifice. Grant that this Lent we may come to know 

you better, grow to love you more, and come to new life at Easter with him. We ask this through Christ, 

our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Parish Renewal Process Update 
By Father Tom Nolker 

 

 

 

 

 

Where are we in the renewal process?  I want to try to answer that. 

 

Last June we announced that several action items would be happening as a result of the renewal process.  

Some of that has been accomplished.  We have had a lengthy adult faith formation series this past Fall on 

Scripture.  We began a study of how to expand our communications with more direct contact via email to 

the whole parish, but that has gotten stuck in technology issues.  We started to announce the hymn 

numbers at Mass.  I have to say that those who like that are as numerous as those who complain about it. 

So, I am not sure itôs a good idea but we are trying it as well as including more music that isnôt in the 

hymnal.  The one thing we talked about doing was drawn into the Task Force project. 

 

Those Task Forces were in operation by the end of the summer.  These 7 groups have been studying the 

Churchôs teachings on issues in their respective topics, finding out what resources are available, what 

other parishes do to address the very same issues, and making recommendations to me on what might be 

done on these 7 areas. 

 

The reports were supposed to be to me by December 1, 2009.  By January 1, 2010 I had 4 of the 7 reports.  

We were a little behind schedule because of the amount of work that had to be done, and the holidays.  



  

The reports were sent to the Pastoral Council for study since it would be their responsibility to suggest a 

priority among things to be done, especially if they required money to be put into the 2010-2011 budget 

being prepared by the Finance Council in January through March.  To discuss the priorities, Pastoral 

Council met for its regular meeting on January 20 and all day on Saturday, January 23.  At the end of the 

discussion they made recommendations to me about what to do first and what things needed to be in the 

budget. 

 

By the time you read this, the Finance Council and I will be studying what impact these have on the 

parish budget.  We ask: ñWill some things we are used to have to be cut?ò  ñWill there be a significant 

increase in Sunday giving to cover the costs?ò  ñWhat impact will spending money on other issues have 

on support for the school and what does it do to tuition?ò  These are the kinds of issues we will look at.  

The parish staff and some of the organizations in the parish will be looking at other recommendations to 

see how to implement them.  Then we can begin to do some of them. 

 

It may seem that this is a very long process.  Some people are impatient.  We have to remember that the 

work of the original Renewal Committee took less than a year to gather huge amounts of input and 

synthesize it into material Pastoral Council could work with.  Council recommended that the Task Forces 

address issues, some of which proved much more complex than some thought at the beginning.  Then 

with the dozens of pages of suggestions before them, some prioritization had to happen.  Now that that 

has been partially done, we can move ahead.  When the whole process began, you may remember, it was 

stated that a process like this can take 3 years if done well.  We are still moving ahead.  News of the 

specifics of what will happen will come as soon as possible. For that, we will probably put information on 

the parishôs web site and refer you to that in the bulletin.  

 

 

St. James Outreach Activities Calendar 
 

January 
School - CSOUD (Christian Service Out of 

Uniform Day) - First Friday - display school 

spirit by wearing school colors &/or spirit-wear 

and making voluntary monetary donations. This 

collection is for specific needs that come to our 

attention (i.e. hurricane relief, food pantries, 

mission project) 

Right to Life - Flyer placed in the bulletin once 

per month 

Ministry of Motherôs Sharing (MOMS) - 

volunteer the first Monday of every month at 

Our Daily Bread 

Scarves for the Homeless - meet the 3
rd

 

Monday of every month; make scarves and hats 

for inner city children and homeless men 

distributed through óChristmas for Jesus Poorô 

(Richard Hoan). 

Cookie Connection - Provide cookies and 

childrenôs juice drinks to the needy and the 

homeless of the inner city. 

St. Vincent de Paul - meet the second 

Wednesday of every month; works with those in 

our community faced with temporary financial 

challenges. 

 

February 
School - CSOUD - First Friday 

PTO - Naturalization - Occurs in late February - 

St. James hosts the reception for new citizens 

and the PTO coordinates the event & provides 

refreshments. 

Boy Scouts - Naturalization - help out with this 

event 

Right to Life - Flyer 

FATHERS Ministry ï provide food and operate 

the Mt. Auburn Soup Kitchen at the Tom Geiger 

House (breakfast) 

MOMS - volunteer at Our Daily Bread the first 

Monday 

Scarves for the Homeless - meet the third 

Monday 



  

Cookie Connection - Provide cookies and 

childrenôs juice drinks to the needy and the 

homeless of the inner city. 

St. Vincent de Paul - meet the second 

Wednesday of every month 

 

March 
School - CSOUD - First Friday 

Right to Life - Flyer 

Loaves & Fishes - Food drive 

Fish Fry - deliver meals to shut-in parishioners 

on Fridays during Lent 

MOMS - volunteer at Our Daily Bread the first 

Monday 

Scarves for the Homeless - meet the third 

Monday 

Cookie Connection - Provide cookies and 

childrenôs juice drinks to the needy and the 

homeless of the inner city. 

St. Vincent de Paul - meet the second 

Wednesday of every month 

 

April 
School - CSOUD - First Friday 

PTO - Rummage Sale - anything not sold is 

donated to St. Vincent dePaul 

Fish Fry - deliver meals to shut-in parishioners 

on Fridays during Lent 

American Heritage Girls - Serve dinner at 

Ronald McDonald House on Holy Thursday 

Donate Easter Basket for Grace Place 

Right to Life - Flyer 

FATHERS Ministry ï provide food and operate 

the Mt. Auburn Soup Kitchen at the Tom Geiger 

House (breakfast) 

MOMS - volunteer at Our Daily Bread the first 

Monday 

Scarves for the Homeless - meet the third 

Monday 

Cookie Connection - Provide cookies and 

childrenôs juice drinks to the needy and the 

homeless of the inner city. 

St. Vincent de Paul - meet the second 

Wednesday of every month 

Girl Scouts - Parish Center & Church Yard 

Clean-up Day 

 

May 
School - CSOUD - First Friday 

Boy Scouts - Adopt-a-highway Cleanup 

Right to Life - Flyer 

MOMS - volunteer at Our Daily Bread the first 

Monday 

Scarves for the Homeless - meet the third 

Monday 

Cookie Connection - Provide cookies and 

childrenôs juice drinks to the needy and the 

homeless of the inner city. 

St. Vincent de Paul - meet the second 

Wednesday of every month 

People Working Cooperatively - citywide fix 

up days 

 

June 
School - CSOUD - First Friday 

Right to Life - Flyer 

FATHERS Ministry ï provide food and operate 

the Mt. Auburn Soup Kitchen at the Tom Geiger 

House (breakfast) 

MOMS - volunteer at Our Daily Bread the first 

Monday 

Cookie Connection - Provide cookies and 

childrenôs juice drinks to the needy and the 

homeless of the inner city. 

Scarves for the Homeless - meet the third 

Monday 

St. Vincent de Paul - meet the second 

Wednesday of every month 

 

July 
Cub Scout - St. James Cemetery clean up 

Boy Scouts - assist SODAG (community 

conservation) fundraiser 

Right to Life - Flyer 

MOMS - volunteer at Our Daily Bread the first 

Monday 

Cookie Connection - Provide cookies and 

childrenôs juice drinks to the needy and the 

homeless of the inner city. 

Scarves for the Homeless - meet the third 

Monday 

St. Vincent de Paul - meet the second 

Wednesday of every month 

 

August 
Right to Life - Flyer 



  

FATHERS Ministry ï provide food and operate 

the Mt. Auburn Soup Kitchen at the Tom Geiger 

House (breakfast) 

MOMS - volunteer at Our Daily Bread the first 

Monday 

Cookie Connection - Provide cookies and 

childrenôs juice drinks to the needy and the 

homeless of the inner city. 

Scarves for the Homeless - meet the third 

Monday 

St. Vincent de Paul - meet the second 

Wednesday of every month 

 

September 
School - CSOUD - First Friday 

PTO - Charity Walk - Next event Fall 2010, 

with all proceeds being donated to an outside 

charity (TBD). 

Right to Life - Flyer 

People Working Cooperatively - citywide fix 

up days 

Loaves & Fishes - Food drive 

MOMS - volunteer at Our Daily Bread the first 

Monday 

Cookie Connection - Provide cookies and 

childrenôs juice drinks to the needy and the 

homeless of the inner city. 

Scarves for the Homeless - meet the third 

Monday 

St. Vincent de Paul - meet the second 

Wednesday of every month 

 

October 
School - CSOUD - First Friday 

PTO Rummage Sale - anything not sold is 

donated to St. Vincent de Paul 

Right to Life - Flyer 

FATHERS Ministry ï provide food and operate 

the Mt. Auburn Soup Kitchen at the Tom Geiger 

House (breakfast) 

MOMS - volunteer at Our Daily Bread the first 

Monday 

Cookie Connection - Provide cookies and 

childrenôs juice drinks to the needy and the 

homeless of the inner city. 

Scarves for the Homeless - meet the third 

Monday 

American Heritage Girls - Make a Difference 

Day - Collect Items and make blankets for foster 

children, Scouting for Food Drive  

 

November 
School - CSOUD - First Friday 

Giving Tree ï Gifts and items collected for 

distribution to the following charities and 

institutions: Healthy Moms and Babes, H.O.M.E 

- a Sisters of Mercy program, St. Francis De 

Sales School, Glenmary Mission - Pemiscot 

county MO, Smithland KY, Frenchburg KY, 

H.O.S.T.S., Our Lady of the Woods, Habitat for 

Humanity, Grace Place, Scarves for the 

Homeless, St. Vincent De Paul Society, 

Pregnancy Center West, First Step Home- 

woman's shelter, and Parish Families in need. 

 

Cub Scout - leaf rake at Our Lady of the Woods 

& St. James Cemetery clean up 

FATHERS Ministry - support First Step Home 

and Mt. Auburn Health Center by donating and 

distributing Thanksgiving food baskets 

Right to Life - Flyer 

MOMS - volunteer at Our Daily Bread the first 

Monday 

Cookie Connection - Provide cookies and 

childrenôs juice drinks to the needy and the 

homeless of the inner city. 

St. Vincent de Paul - meet the second 

Wednesday of every month 

 

December 
School - CSOUD - First Friday 

Cub Scout - Christmas Prayer Service - specific 

donations collected - last year Grace Place 

Venture Crew - Lights for Life - lighting 

luminaries 

FATHERS Ministry - Christmas caroling for 

parish elderly & shut-ins and support First Step 

Home and Mt. Auburn Health Center by 

donating Christmas Toys 

Right to Life - Flyer 

FATHERS Ministry ï provide food and operate 

the Mt. Auburn Soup Kitchen at the Tom Geiger 

House (breakfast) 

MOMS - volunteer at Our Daily Bread the first 

Monday 



  

Scarves for the Homeless - meet the third 

Monday 

Cookie Connection - Provide cookies and 

childrenôs juice drinks to the needy and the 

homeless of the inner city. 

St. Vincent de Paul - meet the second 

Wednesday of every month 

 

 

How Sweet It Was  
By John Stubenrauch 

 

It just seems like yesterday when I volunteered to be the treasurer of St. James Bingo.  Time flies 

(actually 30 years) when you are working with compassionate and dedicated parishioners for the good of 

the Church.  While attending a papal appearance in St. Peterôs Square, a man observed the Pope standing 

on a balcony, addressing several thousand residents and visitors.  Since he did not understand Italian, he 

asked someone what the Pope was saying.  He was gold the Popeôs words were ï ñThe next game is a 

coverall; B-10, N-43, etc.ò  No, the Pope did not call Bingo games at St. James Bingo, but many 

volunteers did.  There were many who volunteered as instants sellers, checkers, concession workers, and 

general support staff.  For 30 years, St. James Bingo has been faithfully supported by its volunteer 

workers.  To you, St. James Parish expresses a hearty ñTHANK YOUò and ñJOB WELL DONEò.  

 In the late 1970ôs, the New Church Building Committee was given a directive by pastor, Victor 

Koegel to generate a project that would help finance the construction costs of the new church.  To name a 

few, the committee consisted of Pat Ahr, Pat Scheimann, Jerry and Schmidt, Andy Neiman, Charlie 

Gordon, and Tom Herbert along with the Business Manager, Judy Brueneman.  From this group evolved 

the idea of a weekly Bingo, not stipulating whether it would be short term or long term.  The bingo started 

in November 1979 and ended in December 2009.  Starting in the school, and continuing in the Church 

Hall, St. James Bingo has been the place to go on Tuesdays for fellowship, entertainment, and goodwill. 

 Who can forget the night Barney Pellman flattened a mouse with a broom amongst screaming 

bingo players.  And there was Jerry Schmidt dressed as the Easter Bunny passing out prize eggs.  Some of 

our volunteers were even given nicknames.  There was Deanna Herbert, who was called the ñQuickie 

Queenò for selling Instants.  I can still remember Norene Martin behind the concession bar selling a vast 

array of refreshments.  There were always the unhappy bingo players who hollered at the callers ï 

ñShake-up your ballsò. 

 A total of nearly $3.1 million dollars has been given to St. James Church from the Bingo.  Besides 

paying-off the final debt on the new church, Bingo revenue funded many capital projects needed on the 

parish campus.  Initially it was the renovation of the old basement church into a thriving and productive 

church hall.  A handicapped elevator was installed in Church, windows were replaced in the school 

building.  The many capital improvements and major repairs that were financed through bingo revenue 

are too many to list. 

 Letôs not forget those individuals who served as major chairpersons for the Bingo through the 

glorious 30 years.  There was Pat Ahr, Pat Scheimann, Jerry and Charlene Schmidt.  They were followed 

by Katie Carrigan, Lori Weibell, Mary Schoenling, and Shelly Ollier.  The current chairpersons for this 

past decade have been Elaine Schumacher, Patty Miller and Esther Baumgartner.  It was their decision 

with a heavy heart to close the Bingo after 30 years. This decision was bolstered by the knowledge that 

the Bingo has been a successful and fruitful accomplishment for St. James Church. 

 No longer will the sounds of B-10 and N-43, etc. echo through the Church Hall.  The many 

players, volunteers, and chairpersons will remember and not forget these sounds.  As a current expression 

would say ï ñSt. James Bingo rocked.ò 

 



  

Note from Fr. Nolker:  For over a year there have been serious concerns about the viability of the Bingo.  

With significantly declining attendance and drastically reduced profit, the Bingo Chairpersons came to the 

decision to close.  After discussion with the parishôs Pastoral Council and Finance Council, a 

recommendation was made to me that the Bingo close at the end of 2009.  It was a hard decision for 

everyone involved.  The parish appreciates all the volunteers who have made the commitment week after 

week to volunteer at bingo. It is because of this dedication that we are debt free.  We all owe a great deal 

of gratitude to everyone who has worked at the Bingo since it began 30 years ago.  Each week it took a lot 

of people to call the games, run the concessions, and sell the instants.  YOUR SERVICE IS VERY 

MUCH APPRECIATED, whether you have volunteered for just a year or for all 30 years,  THANKS TO 

EVERY ONE OF YOU, AND THANK YOU FROM THE ENTIRE PARISH. 

 

 

òYou mean that we had bingo at St. James?ó 
By Elaine Schumacher 

 

That question was posed to me shortly after we closed the doors on our 30-years of bingo sessions 

on December 29, 2009. 

 

 Most parishioners were aware of our weekly, Tuesday night bingo. Some only knew that there 

were cars in the parking lot every Tuesday, but didnôt know why. 

 In November of 1979, St. James began an endeavor to pay off the loan of the new church.  Little 

did anyone know at that time what a significant effect bingo profits would have over its 30-year tenure. 

 Although ñprofitò was the main goal and the topic of the other bingo column in this newsletter, 

there were many personal aspects to revel in as well.  We became a ñfamilyò of sorts.  Volunteers getting 

to know customers, and customers who became a part of our weekly lives at St. James was a constant 

occurrence. 

 There were celebrations of marriages.  One of our school teachers met her future husband while 

she volunteered at bingo.  Births were anticipated and rejoiced in with bingo customers.  As I worked 

bingo over the years, each time one of my (3) daughters were born, I would take them in and show them 

off.  Sadly, deaths of long-time customers and volunteers alike were mourned.  Friends and families were 

consoled. 

 We celebrated birthdays, anniversaries and holidays.  Halloween was a time to dress up and be 

silly.  Christmas was a time to celebrate the love of Christ for each other. There were grill-outs in the 

summer with customers receiving a free picnic meal and pizza nights as well.  In the winter, it ALWAYS 

seemed to snow on Tuesdays, and either just enough that we werenôt sure about cancelling, or the 

prediction that it ñcould, possibly, maybe, mightò be bad at 6:00 that night! 

 Our patrons for the most part were loyal customers.  Week after week they would attend our 

bingo, yes, with the hopes of winning, but more than that, this night was a night of entertainment and 

enjoyment for them. It was always good to see the same people enjoying themselves weekly at our bingo. 

 All in all, even though our 30-year bingo run was a profitable and viable part of our general 

funding for our church and school, it was much more than that, it was about the people, the friends, the 

family and the community as a whole 

. 

 I for one, miss them already! 

 

      Elaine Schumacher 

 

 

 



  

School News and Information 
 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK - Saint James School recently wrapped up 

celebrating Catholic Schools Week.  This week is a wonderful reminder of how our 

school is truly blessed.  We are blessed with students that work hard every day to 

achieve academic and personal excellence.  We are blessed to have supportive and 

caring parents.  Besides helping with homework or packing lunches, many of our 

parents give back to the school by volunteering with the PTO, serving on the Education Commission, 

working in the cafeteria, making copies, and helping in so many other ways.  Our school could not 

function without this tremendous support.  We are also blessed to be connected to a wonderful and vibrant 

parish rooted in God's love.  You, the parishioners, are the backbone of our school community and your 

support of the school is invaluable.  And finally, we are blessed to have such fine teachers and staff at our 

school.  The staff is dedicated to providing the best education possible for each and every student that 

enters Saint James.  Together, we are the Saint James School community.  

 

NISSAN CAR RAFFLE - If you have not already done so, please consider purchasing a 

ticket for the Saint James School Nissan Car Raffle.  Your purchase of a ticket will help 

us pave the road for the future success of quality Catholic education and give you the 

chance to drive away in a brand new Nissan!  The grand prize winner will have a choice 

of a 2010 Nissan Murano, 370z, or Maxima, or $30,000 cash!  In addition to the grand prize drawing, 10 

bonus drawings of $500 will be given away as well.  All proceeds of the raffle go directly to Saint James 

School.  To purchase a ticket, visit www.NissanRaffle.com. or stop in the Parish Office.  Get your ticket 

today to be a part of the fun and show your support for Saint James School!   

 

PANTHER PROWL - Come one!  Come all!  Lace up your shoes and join us for the 

First Annual Panther Prowl Walk.  The Saint James School community will hit the 

trail on May 6, 2010, for a day of fun, fitness, and fellowship.  Students will be 

collecting pledges for their participation in the Panther Prowl.  The pledges will be 

used to raise money for our new and improved Science Lab.   

 

SCIENCE LAB - Saint James School is currently embarking on an exciting journey to 

renovate and expand our Science Lab.  Currently students do not have an appropriate 

facility to perform hands-on science tasks.  By configuring a new lab, our school will 

be able to advance the Science curriculum to focus on the students' development of 

important investigation and reasoning skills.  Students will have more 

opportunities to develop lab skills necessary for high school science and beyond.  

This new lab will also allow for a greater focus on STEM education (Science, Technology, Engineering, 

and Math).  This new Science Lab will help Saint James continue its tradition of excellence in education. 

The Science lab planning has been ongoing over the past school year.  Much has been done and 

already completed.  Construction on the Science Lab is projected to be completed this summer and the 

new lab will be ready for the 2010-2011 school year.   

Funding for the Science Lab has already begun through donations of money, grants, materials, and 

labor.  Our students and families will assist with raising the necessary funds through their participation in 

the Panther Prowl Walk.  Please support the Panther Prowl Walk with your generosity to make the 

Science Lab a reality.  If you have any questions, or if you would like to give directly to the Science Lab 

Fund, please contact Principal Donna Beebe at 513-741-5333 or email us at infostjameswo.org.  Thank 

you for your support.       

 

 

http://www.nissanraffle.com/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to the 11 Saint James students of the Class of 2006 recently 

named National Merit Scholars. 
 

 They are (from left to right) Jeff Kraemer, Kelly L. Schmidt, David Berger, Allison Bergmann, Becky 

Schmidt, Cyndi Dickman, Hannah Grievenkamp, Nick Herrmann, Clare Gandenberger, and Lizzie 

Helpling.  (Not pictured is MeganWhitacre.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lenten Reminders ð Fast and Abstinence 
Wednesday, February 17 and Good Friday, April 2 are days of abstinence from meat 
and also days of fast that is limited to a single full meal.  The other Fridays of Lent are 
days of abstinence from meat.  The law of abstinence binds all Catholics 14 years and 
older.  The law of fasting binds all Catholics from their 18th birthday until their 59th 
birthday (canons 97 and 1252). 



  

 

 

With the beginning of Lent, we will hear the call of the Church to greater prayer.  Most 

Catholics will strive to increase their time for private prayer and many will join with others 

for public prayer.  These are our special opportunities this year. 
 

Ash Wednesday, February 17 
 Masses: 6:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

   The school children will be at the 8:30 a.m. Mass but there is still room for  

   other parishioners.   Ashes are distributed during the Mass after the homily. 

 

 

Each Monday 
 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament begins with the 8:30 a.m. Mass and concludes at 5:45 p.m. 

 on most Mondays throughout the year.  During Lent exposition will be extended on several 

 Mondays and will be concluded in our evening prayer services as noted below. 

 

Mondays in Lent ï 7:00 p.m. 

 
 February 22  Taize Prayer Service 

    We conclude exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with this service of  

    music from the monastery at Taize, France.  Sitting in the quiet   

    candlelight allows everyone to think about the gift we have been given  

    in the sacrifice of Jesus. 

  

 March 1  Way of the Cross  

    The meditations used this evening were written for Pope Benedict XVIôs  

    use at the Coliseum in Rome on Good Friday a few years ago. 

 

 March 8  The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

Proclamation of the Passion in a service of congregational hymns and time 

for private reflection on the Passion Narrative. 

 

 March 15  Evening Prayer 

    Composed of sung psalms, a Scripture reading, homily and petitions, we  

    sing Evening Prayer to complete exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

 



  

 March 22  Holy Hour 

    This evening we conclude Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with  

    reflections in word and music on this wondrous sacrament. 

 

 March 29  Way of the Cross  

    The meditations will be those written by St. Alphonsus Liguori. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Every Saturday  12:30 to 1:30 p.m. 

 

 Penance Service  Saturday, March 20 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Week & Easter 

 
 Palm Sunday, March 28  

  Masses: Saturday  4:30 p.m. 

    Sunday 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon 

  The 10:00 a.m. Mass will include the procession of children.  All Masses will include  

  incense. 

 

 Holy Thursday, April 1 

  8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer (sung) 

  7:00 p.m. Mass of the Lordôs Supper 

  All are invited to stay after the Mass in the Reservation Chapel for adoration before the  

  Blessed Sacrament.  Incense is used at both services. 

 

 Good Friday, April 2 

  8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer (sung) 

  12:00 noon Liturgy of the Lordôs Passion 

  Incense is used at Morning Prayer. 

 

 Holy Saturday, April 3 

  8:30 p.m. The Easter Vigil  

  Incense is used at the Easter Vigil.  The Liturgy will begin in front of the church.  A  

  reception will be held in the church hall for everyone after the Vigil. 

 

 Easter Sunday, April 4 

  Masses: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon 

  Incense is used at all the Masses. 
 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2010 Golden Jubilee Celebration Mass 

this year  will be held at St. Peter in Chains Cathedral  
on May 1 st, 2010 at 2:00 pm.  

The St. James Memorial Fund Masses 
will be celebrated on the following dates: 

February 28 ð 8:00 am  May 29 ð 4:30 pm 

March 28 ð 10:00 am  June 27 ð 8:00 am 

April 25 ð Noon   July 25 ð 10:00 am 
The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered for those enrolled in the St. James Memorial Fund. 

  Stop by the Parish Office for more information. 

The following deceased members have been enrolled in the Memorial Fund: 

Mary Ann Merkt, Samuel Spampinato, Ruth Holiday, Joe Kroger, Cecelia Ritter, Flora Oliverio, 

Josephine D’Andrea, Ruth Niehaus, Hermina “M” Everhart, Richard Brueneman, Joyce Taylor 

and Mercedes Rhoe. 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

February 17  Ash Wednesday 

February 21  First Sunday of Lent ï Rite of Sending for RCIA 

February 28  Second Sunday of Lent ï Presentation of Creed 

February 28  CMA (Catholic Ministries Appeal) Sunday 

March 7  Third Sunday of Lent ï First Scrutiny 

March 14  Fourth Sunday of Lent ï Second Scrutiny 

March 20  Penance Service 

March 21  Fifth Sunday of Lent ï Third Scrutiny 

March 28  Palm (Passion) Sunday 

April 1   Holy Thursday 

April 2   Good Griday 

April 3   Holy Saturday 

April 4   Easter Sunday 

May 1 & 2  First Communion 



  

 

St. James Fish Fry 2010 
 

February 19
th
, 2010 will mark the first Fish Fry of the Lenten Season.  Itôs 

hard to believe that this will also be our 3
rd

 year for the Fish Fry.  What 

started out as an idea amongst friends has grown into a yearly event filled 

with laughter, togetherness, dedication, teamwork, fellowship and lots of 

food!  We thank everyone for making our ólittle engine that couldô into 

what it is today.  And of course, none of it would be possible without the 

support of the parish and our tireless volunteers.  This year we will be offering weekly specials along with 

our famous baked fish and fried fish.  Please join us on Fridays from 4:30-8:00 dine ïin or carry-out 

available.  Call ahead carry out ordering is also available ï 741-5311.  For more information and to view 

our entire menu, please visit www.stjamesfishfry.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Josephine DôAndrea, 11/22/09      

Shirley Neyer, 12/3/09       

Janet Buchman, 12/5/09       

Glenn Gardner, 12/10/09       

Ed Leisgang, 12/9/09       Dennis Wander & Family 

Richard Brueneman, 12/13/09     Jörg & Angela Meikies & Family 

Ruth Niehaus, 12/18/09      Tyson & Erica Grace & Family 

Julia Weiss, 12/22/09       Dennis & Karen Dirr & Family 

Mark Overberg, 12/30/09      James & Hollie Bauer & Family 

Joyce Taylor, 1/3/10 

Lavera Hutchinson, 1/5/10 

Frank Mathes, 1/8/10 

Holly Stober Brady, 1/10/10 

Dorothy Magliano, 1/16/10 

Stephanie Zeinner, 1/16/10 

Marcella Douthwaite, 1/19/10 

 

 

Liv Michelle Moeves, daughter of Brian & Amy 

Shariece Destiny Crooks, daughter of William Crooks & Sharon Buelterman, legal guardians 

Precious Unique Crooks, daughter of William Crooks & Sharon Buelterman, legal guardians 

Zachary Tyler Branam, son of William & Paula 

Caiden Anthony Boone, son of Anthony & Ashley 

Abigail Ellison Mers, daughter of Michael & Renee 

Grant William Rolf, son of Robert & Brenda 

Braden Joseph Moore, son of Richard & Melissa 

Jonathan Ali Ozdil, son of Fahrettin & Julie 

Colton James Sillies, son of David & Christina 

Alexander Joseph Gardner, son of Sean & Jessica 

Kennedy Alexandra Gardner, daughter of Sean & Jessica 


