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Church Renovation 
By Father Nolker 
 

Since the presentations about the possible church renovation, and the video being put on 

the parish website, the Renovation Committee has had the chance to review all the 

comments.  Of course, we began with those we heard at the meetings, and then moved 

on to the written comments from the sessions. We received 170 response cards from the 

400 or so people at those meetings.  The Renovation and Capital Campaign Committees 

considered the responses from the 160 cards that were signed.  The encouraging news is that 88% said they 

would support the project financially.  By now you know we have begun the “Enhancing a Proud Tradition” 

campaign to raise the money necessary to make this project happen. 

 What did the comments tell us?  Let me first say that we received comments on all kinds of things.  

They ranged from asking that the air conditioning in church be turned up to make it cooler, to wondering what 

kind of products we would use to clean a tile floor.  Possible paint colors and themes for the new stained glass 

windows were mentioned.    

 The biggest concern was the dark wood wall behind the altar.  Many did not like it for a variety of 

reasons.  The architect had to put something there in the proposals.  It has not been decided what that wall will 

look like.  It has to be something that will not detract from the stained glass window nor the crucifix on the wall 

to the side of the window.  When we move ahead, we will look at all kinds of alternatives. 

 The arches for the Blessed Sacrament Chapel entrance received both favorable and negative comments.  

It seems that people either loved them or not.  They were part of the design because of the arches already in the 

altar, which we intend to keep.  (Remember, we are trying to retain as much of the present as we can.)  It was 

thought that imitating those arches would connect the altar where the Eucharist is celebrated to the chapel where 

the Eucharist is reserved for private prayer.  Keeping the present altar would mean a new ambo would include 

arches, too.  We will continue to look at this. 

 Lastly, I want to comment on a big issue – the gathering space.  There were many comments that people 

would like to see us move ahead on that.  The reason given most often was so that they could have the viewing 

for their funeral there.  The decision not to build the gathering space at this time was purely financial.  This was 

mentioned at all the sessions, but maybe we weren’t clear on how costly this can be.  It could have added 

another $1,000,000 to the cost of the project.  Everyone we talked to about how much money the parish could 

realistically raise at this time told us that $2,500,000 was not possible.  They did say that $1,500,000 was very 

possible.  If we held out to build the gathering space, the renovation would probably not happen or at least not 

happen for many years.  So, the decision was made to defer building a gathering space and it becomes phase 2 

of a long-range plan. 

 What’s happening now?  We are waiting for the results of the capital campaign.  The details of the 

design will not be tackled until we are sure we have the money to begin.  Thank you to everyone who has 

commented on the plans.  We appreciate your involvement and interest.  We will keep you informed as things 

progress. 

 



 

 

Interview with Archbishop 

Charles Chaput, Archbishop 

of Philadelphia 

July 20, 2011 

The Catholic Standard and 

Times 

 

Q. The Archdiocese is 

experiencing a decline in Mass 

attendance and parish life. What 

is your vision for evangelizing 

Catholics and helping to 

reengage them in Catholic life? 

 

A. The decline you speak about 

is something that is common 

across the Church in the United 

States. I think it’s a cultural 

issue more than anything else. 

(It’s) also a failure of my 

generation of Catholics to pass 

on their faith to their children, 

and then the next generation to 

pass it on, in even the way that 

my generation did. It’s a 

problem of catechizing, it kind 

of grows and multiplies as time 

goes on, in terms of people’s 

indifference to the Church. 

 

What do you do about it? You 

preach the Gospel with clarity 

and enthusiasm and conviction, 

and the Holy Spirit takes over 

from there. I think the worst 

thing you can do is to become 

depressed about this. It’s partly 

our fault; it’s partly a result of 

the culture of our times. 

 

The only solution is for the 

Holy Spirit to take over and 

reach us and make effective our 

poor efforts. Philadelphia is no 

different than other parts of the 

country. 

 

 

 
 

Advent Renewal 
By Father Nolker 

 

 A lot of people judge the healthiness of the Catholic Church or of 

a particular parish by the number of people who participate in Sunday 

Mass.  There certainly is some validity in that thinking.  Those who 

participate weekly in Sunday Mass are usually those who are most active 

in all aspects of life in the Church.   

 Those of us who try to make sense of this phenomenon of rapidly 

decreasing participation in Mass especially over the last 10 years are 

stymied in the search for reasons.  There are the usual ones.  “I’m too 

busy on Sunday to go to church.”  “I don’t get anything out of it.”  “I 

don’t like the way Mass is celebrated at my parish.”  “I don’t like the 

priest.”  The standard answers are familiar to all of us.  But they don’t 

give a true sense of how Catholics got the idea the obligation to share in 

Sunday Mass didn’t apply any more.  

 Archbishop Chaput in the interview when he was appointed 

Archbishop of Philadelphia gives the most honest answer around.  He 

begins by saying it’s part of the culture.  What’s that mean?  It means that 

God has been shoved to the sidelines of life today.  It means that it’s not 

“cool” to be religious and religion itself is seen by many as unimportant.  

Schools talk about imparting values to students, but nobody will say 

where those values come from – God.   People will talk about the 

emptiness of their lives, but will dismiss finding substance in a 

relationship with God.  When religion – especially Catholicism – is 

depicted in a movie or on TV it isn’t usually a positive image; more often 

we are made fun of. 

 Then he goes on, “(It’s) also a failure of my generation of 

Catholics to pass on their faith to their children, and then the next 

generation to pass it on, in even the way my generation did.”  (To 

pinpoint the generation he mentions, the Archbishop is 66.) That brings 

the issue home, literally.  If younger people aren’t in church every 

Sunday, maybe they were told as teenagers, “You’re old enough now to 

decide whether you want to go or not.”  Maybe the older generation 

doesn’t participate in Mass either, and that taught the younger generations that Mass isn’t important.  That was a 

failure of example and of catechesis.  I applaud Archbishop Chaput for calling attention to this so clearly. 



 We are left with the question of what to do to turn this around.  The Holy Spirit certainly needs to give 

some direction on this.  The Archbishop hints at solutions.  The first is to make religion a very clear, central 

aspect of home life.  Families need to stand up and be counter-cultural, making religion obvious and significant 

in the family.  We reteach that Mass is about worshipping God, something we should want to do because of his 

love for us.  This fights the cultural animosity.  

 We also work for a real renewal of faith.  Too often when we have used the word “renewal” in the last 

forty or so years it has had a superficial tone.  It was much like “renewing” your living room with a new coat of 

paint.  It meant starting new ventures which often distracted us from the real center of Catholic life.  A true 

renewal of faith happens within people’s hearts and minds.  It happens in their spirits when something that had 

been dormant is allowed to grow again.  The Church has a word for that kind of renewal: conversion.  It’s a 

radical reworking of our lives to better reflect the Gospel.  That comes from the preaching and witness 

Archbishop Chaput mentions.  

 As we prepare to start another Church year with the First Sunday of Advent, let’s pray for an outpouring 

of the Holy Spirit in that new year.  Let’s pray that minds and hearts are opened to God’s presence.  Let’s pray 

that, realizing again that God became a man to save us, all of us will be renewed in faith.  It just seems 

implausible that anybody who understands the meaning of the Christmas miracle would ever want to stay away 

from Mass.  And let’s rejoice that so many are with us at Mass each weekend and pray that God rewards them 

greatly. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

The day after Thanksgiving the New York Times told of a 33-year-old local cab driver whose shoulder-length 

hair was tied in a ponytail.  About five years ago, this cabby “prayed to God for guidance on how to help the 

forgotten people of the streets of New York who exist in the shadows.”  As he recalls it, God replied:  “Make 

eight pounds of spaghetti, throw it in a pot, give it out on 103
rd

 Street and Broadway with no conditions, and 

people will come.”  He did, they came, and now he goes from door to door giving people food to eat. 

 

Most of us are not asked to stuff the Big Apple with spaghetti.  But a New York cabby can bring light into our 

Advent night.  He prayed to God who was there and listened; he gave the simple gift God asked of him with no 

conditions, and people responded.  Here is our Advent:  Make the Christ who has come a reality, a living light, 

in our lives and in the lives of others.  Give to others with no conditions. 
 
 

Advent Table Prayer – Week One 
A family member lights the first candle on the Advent Wreath. 

“Be watchful!  You do not know when the Lord of the house is coming.” 

Lord, as we enter this season of Advent, help us to prepare by acts of kindness to our family and friends, 

and by removing everything that keeps us from loving those around us.  

Open our minds and hearts, help us to recognize you  

in our family and friends. 

Family members share a way that they have experienced the love of Jesus in their family today. 

As we prepare for the coming of your Son, O God, we give you thanks for the love of Jesus, which we 

have experienced in each other today. We give you thanks for this food and drink, signs of your gracious 

love. May this meal strengthen us to share the gift of your love through kindness to our family and 

friends. We ask this through Christ, our Lord. 

All: Amen. 
 

 

 

Advent Thoughts 
                           By Carol Maingot 

 



 

Advent Table Prayer – Week Two 
A family member lights two purple candles on the Advent Wreath. 

 “Make straight the paths of the Lord.”  

Lord, as we continue to get ready for the birth of your Son, help us to prepare by acts of kindness toward 

all those we meet, and by making peace with those who have been hurt by our words and actions. Then 

all of us can see God‟s glory together in peace. 

Family members share how they have spread Godôs love and peace through their actions. 

As we journey through this holy season of Advent, O God, we thank you for helping us to be kind to 

others and to say we are sorry when we have hurt others. We give you thanks for this food and drink, 

signs of your gracious love. May this meal strengthen us to be like you and share our gifts with the 

hungry in body, mind and soul. Help us also to heal those in need of our forgiveness. We ask this through 

Christ, our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent Table Prayer – Week Three 
A family member lights three Advent candles, including the pink candle. 

 “There is one among you whom you do not recognize.” 

Lord, help us to recognize you in all those we meet. May the pink candle that we light during this third 

week of Advent remind us that we are all your sons and daughters. 

Family members share a way that they have spread the joy of Jesusô coming to others today. 

As we draw closer to the birthday of your Son, O God, we give thanks for the opportunities to spread the 

joy of his coming to those whose lives we touch. We give you thanks also for this food and drink, signs of 

your gracious love. May this meal strengthen us to continue to spread your joy and peace, preparing the 

way with everyone we meet. We ask this through Christ, our Lord. 

 

 

 

 

Advent Table Prayer – Week Four 
A family member lights all four candles on the Advent Wreath. 

 “Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son.”  

As we finish our preparations at the end of this season of Advent, we are excited about the coming of 

Jesus we celebrate at Christmas. Come, Lord Jesus, and do not delay! 

Family members share a time when they have seen Jesus through others in their life today. 

O God, we give you thanks for this great season of Advent to prepare for Jesus to come and be even more 

present in the life of this family. We give you thanks also for this food and drink, signs of your gracious 

love. May this meal strengthen us to continue to deepen our love and joy for those around us as we 

prepare for the coming of your Son, Jesus. We ask this through Christ, our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Christmas Table Prayer 
Light a simple candle in the center of the table to 

compliment this prayer, if you do not have candles 

in your Christmas centerpiece. 

“Behold the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  

and they shall name him Emmanuel,  

which means „God is with us.‟” 

All share how God is present today in the family and friends who celebrate with them. 

As we celebrate the coming of your Son, O God, we rejoice in his presence all around us. We give thanks 

for the food you have given us, for those who celebrate with us here, and for all who have shared your 

love with us but are unable to be with us today. May this meal join us together more closely as we 

celebrate together, and may we then go out and continue to share your love and joy with all people. We 

ask this through your Son, our Emmanuel. 

All: Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Holiday Penance Service 
 

The Parish Advent Penance Service (Includes First Reconciliation for 2nd Graders). 

 

Monday, November 28th   7:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

Christmas  Schedules  2011 
 

Masses for Christmas 

Christmas Eve  3:00, 5:00, 10:00 p.m. 

Christmas Day  10:00 a.m., 12:00 noon 

 

Even though Christmas falls on a Sunday, please notice this is a special 

calendar and not the regular Sunday times for Mass. 

 

Masses for New Year‟s 

New Year’s Eve  4:30 p.m. 

New Year’s Day  8:00, 10:00 a.m.,  

    12:00 noon 

 

The parish office will be closed on Friday, December 23; Monday, December 26; Friday, December 30 and 

Monday, January 2. 

 



 

An update on my responsibilities and the New Evangelization 
By Fr. Bachman 
 

The last few months have been pretty active.  I have taken over some of the responsibilities for the DRE 

and I have been preparing to start a new program in preparation for leadership in the priesthood.  This program 

is called Good Leaders, Good Shepherds.  This is all part of the ongoing formation of priests that the 

Archdiocese expects of its priest.  This program is designed to help me discover who I am as a leader in the 

Catholic Church, and how I use my God-given talents to lead more effectively; also, not to let my own 

“instinctive behaviors from sabotaging your leadership effectiveness”.  There are seven different weeks I will be 

away from the Parish from November 2011 through March 2013, and all seven of these meetings will be three 

or four days long.  This program has been offered once before in the Diocese and many of the priests that have 

taken it were very enthused about what it had to offer.   

I am writing this article right after World Mission Sunday.  The New Evangelization in the Church 

called for by Blessed John Paul II and being promoted by Pope Benedict is truly alive in our Church today..  On 

October 16, 2011, there was a Mass in Rome at St. Peter’s Basilica for the New Evangelizers.  There is a lot 

happening in the world with the growing Secularism of the people, and God is being forgotten in the midst of 

this.  We are to remember that we are evangelizers, but it is always God who changes minds and hearts.  We are 

the instruments that God uses in order to transmit his message.   

Let us all pray for those who are on the front of the New Evangelization.  Also, let us ask God to fill us 

with his grace to proclaim his Gospel in the way that we act and everything we say. 

 

May everyone have a grace filled Advent and Christmas Season.  Remember to use the new responses at 

Mass, and help all those at our Christmas Liturgies, who have not been to Mass in a while, know the new words 

we will be using.  God Bless all of you. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

At St. James we are fortunate to have a very active parish with many parish organizations. This means our 

facilities are used frequently.  Please keep in mind that another organization could be using your meeting space 

after you leave. In order to keep our facilities in good condition please follow the following guidelines: 

 

1) If you spill something, please clean it up. 

2) If you move tables and chairs please put them back the way you found them. 

3) If you fill the trash cans please take them to the dumpster especially if they contain food. 

4) Please turn out the lights before you leave. 

5) If there is maintenance issue please leave a message at the parish office. 

 

December is a very busy month in the Church Hall and events are booked close together in order for everyone 

to get in their event so please work together to ensure everyone’s events are successful! Have a Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year!  
 

 

 

 

Things to remember when using the Church Hall 
         By Amy Klosterman 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPEN HOUSE – SAVE THE DATE – The Saint James School Open House will be held 

on Sunday, January 29, 2012, from 1:00 pm until 3:00 pm.  There will be many activities 

going on throughout the school and tours will be given to anyone interested.  Our Science 

Lab will be open and an Art Fair will be taking place in the school cafeteria.  Families 

considering Saint James School for next year are especially invited to attend.  We hope that 

you will join us to experience some of the many great things happening at our school. 

 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE – The students and staff of Saint James School are dedicated 

to helping those around us who are in need.  During the month of October, students 

contributed pennies and loose change to the Dragonfly Foundation, a local charity helping 

support young cancer patients and their families.  The students also adopted St. Joseph 

Orphanage.  Students donated money in exchange for monthly out of uniform spirit days.  

Staff members also volunteered by helping at the Freestore Food Bank, and at a local soup 

kitchen.  Our students and staff are truly committed to helping others.       

 

 

CAR RAFFLE – Saint James School will once again be bringing you its annual car raffle!  

Please support this raffle as it supports keeping the cost of tuition down for our school 

families.  All of the proceeds will go directly to help the Saint James School budget.  

Tickets can be purchased online or by contacting the Saint James School office.  Thank you in 

advance for helping the students at Saint James.  

 

INTERESTED IN SAINT JAMES SCHOOL? – It is that time of year for some parents to begin to think 

about school for 2012-2013.  If you are interested in finding out more about our school or to schedule a tour, 

please contact Jeff Fulmer, Admissions, at 741-5333 or email at jfulmer@stjameswo.org.   

 

SCHOOL NEWS & ALUMNI UPDATES - If you would like to read more about what is happening at Saint 

James School or would like to hear about some of our fantastic alumni, please visit www.stjameswo.org for our 

weekly newsletter, Panther Pride.  You can also subscribe to this newsletter by emailing 

infosjs@stjameswo.org. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint James School News 
By Jeff Fulmer 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

June Elizabeth Sherwood, daughter of Matthew & Abigail 

Joseph Robert Burns, son of David & Julie 

Paxton Beckham Wells, son of Ryan & Susan 

William David Klotz, son of David & Elizabeth 

Brayden Michael Holcomb, son of Gregory & Jessica 

Julie Anne Westrich, daughter of Matthew & Renee 

Landon Michael Parker, son of Keith & Kelly 

Connor James Ziska, son of Michael & Katie 

Tyler Anthony Schoenling, son of Anthony & Stephanie 

 
 
 

Welcome New Members! 
 
Anthony Bennett & Family 

Rocky Boiman 

Kevin & Lauren Brewer & Family 

J. Ryan & Samantha Cracchiolo & Family 

Scott & Amanda Drake & Family 

Dale Finger & Kathleen Gibboney 

Robert & Abigail Ghering & Family 

Gregory & Jessica Holcomb & Family 

Dean Jones & Family 

Daniel & Katherine Kemper & Family 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Marie Dreyer, 8/8/2011 

Richard Reinersman, 9/15/2011 

Mary Bruzina, 9/27/2011 

Donna Grundhoefer, 10/3/2011 

Esther Babel, 10/17/2011 

Martha Winterhalter, 10/18/2011 

Sam Audia, 10/31/2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. James Memorial Fund Masses will be celebrated on the following dates: 
November 27 – 10 am    February 26 – 8 am 

December 18 – Noon     March 25 – 10 am 

January 28 – 4:30 pm    April 29 – Noon 
 

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered for those enrolled in the Fund. 
 

The following deceased members have been enrolled in the Memorial Fund: 

Gabriel Richard Volz, Brian LaFary, Frank Palmisano and Donna Grundhoefer 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to check out our website at www.stjameswhiteoak.com. 

Bulletin articles are due in the office by Monday at noon.  Articles can be submitted via e-mail 

info@stjameswhiteoak.com or send it to the Parish Office.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4&/*03 $*5*;&/4½ $)3*45."4 #3&",'"45 
 
Where:  St. James White Oak, Church Hall 

When:   Saturday, December 10 

Time:  9 am – 12 Noon 

Admission: FREE 

 

Breakfast, Entertainment, Santa, Door Prizes, Games, Gifts, 

Music, and Fun!! 
 

Bring A Friend! 
 

 

Volunteers willing to help serve, please call Marlene at 385-1992 

Dates to Remember: 
 

November 27   First Sunday in Advent 

November 28   Advent Penance Service 

December 8   Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 

December 25   Solemnity of Christmas 

January 1   Solemnity of the Mother of God 

January 8   Solemnity of the Epiphany 

January 9   Solemnity of the Baptism of the Lord 

January 11   Confirmation – 7 pm 

February 22   Ash Wednesday 

http://www.stjameswhiteoak.com/
mailto:info@stjameswhiteoak.com

